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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Complete listing of the claims. 

We claim: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An end-of-use protective element (3) for needles for 
perfusions, transfusions and suchlike which envisages the complete insertion and 
locking of a needle (6) fitted with wings (7) within a protective case, characterised by 
the fact that the said element is composed of a first portion (1 ) and a second portion (2) 
which are reciprocally constrained by means of a connecting element (4) at the time of 
production and shipping and which are separate at the time of use. said separation 
being rendered possible by the detachment of the said connecting etement, and by the 
fact that the first portion (1) is fitted with a pan (12) and the second portion is fitted with 
at least two first ridges (20) and at least two second ridges (24), said pan and said first 
and second ridges being positioned in the respective portions in such a way that they 
are located on the internal sides of the protective element (3). in a reciprocally 
opposing position, when the said protective element is in use; the first and second 
portions being constrained together, when in use, via locking means (22) and 
corresponding slits (18) in the rear part of the said protective element, t h e pan (12) 
hPinn centered with the longitudinal central ax i s of the first portion (1), said a xjs 
corresponding to the longitu d inal central axis of the first portion LU said axis 
corresponding to the longitudinal axis of tte entire protective device (3) in both its 
extended configuration and its use conf i nn ration: said pan being designed to act as a 
container for the drops of residual blood tha t mav leak from said needle (6) after its use 
and its retraction into said protective element, a fronts protrusion (14) being positioned 
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in front of said r*n Q£] facing t he fmnt nart (13); said protn.sion being designed to 
SSpstitute both a sh oujder for the po int of the needle (6) and a further harrier against 
hinnrl leaking from the protective e i« m«nt (31 in thf» area onrrespopdinq with its front 
r^ rt the heioht of th* first ridaes { ?m heino eaual to the distance, when the protective 
element is in use, hetween the lower sur f ace of the second portion (2) and the steps 
H61 on the first portion M* said heioht bein o designed to permit, when the protecti ve 
element (3) is in use, the co-oneration to p revent blood leaking from the protective 
»tam«nt (3j in the «rea correspo n ding with the external edges (8) of said protective . 
g|*m*nt the distance hetween the se r ^nrt ridoes (24) corresponding with the distanpe 

^ flfl n the step? £16) and a aro P Y » '* ™ eated 15p - 15c) on * ba * e SUrfaCe (9) 

Which extends, essentially, along th e entire length of the first portion (1 )and is design ed 
to mmain inside the said protect s element when the latter is in use , the height of the 
*P.r:onri ridoes (24\ being equal to the djsja n ce that exists, when then the protective 
element (Z) is in use, between the lower surface of th e second portion (2) and the base 
surface (9) of the said protective element minus the thick ness of the wings (7); said 
height being designed to perm i t, when the protective element (3) is in use, cpoperation 
hetween the said second ridaes with the upper surface of the said wings; said 
cooperation heino designed to constitu t e a further protective element against the 
possibility of blood leaking out from the protective element (3) laterally in the area 
corresponding with the groove MScV each ste p (16) separating the base surface (9) 
from the omnve (iSb) on both sides of the central l ongitudinal axis of the first portion 

2. (Original) A protective element according to claim 1, characterised by the 
fact that that first portion (1), the second portion (2) and the connecting element (4) are 
created by a moulding process in a single operation. 

3. (Cancelled) A protective olomont according to c l aim 1, oharactor i cod by th r> 
f ac t that tho pon (12) is centred with tho longitudinal central aids of the first portion ftfr 
s aid oxi c corrocponding to the -l ongitud i nol cont r al owe of tho firct portion 1, said nv irr 
e orroopond i ng to th e l ong i tudina l axlo of tho cntiro protective dovioo (3) in both its 
oxtondod configuration and its us e configurat i on; tho ooid pan being d o cignod to a ct ^ 
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a co ntain e r for the ri r r nf "" iH "^' hl ™ ri thnt mtw loak from noodl ° (6) oftor i ts uge 
and its rotraction into tho ca i d protoctivo clement . 

4. (Cancelled) A protective clomont occording to claim 1, characteriood by tho 
fact that o frontal pretwsiefl (44f4s pnc i t i onod i n front of tho pan (12) f acing tho froftt 
part (13); paid protrucion bein g dcc i gnod t o rw wt i tuto both a chouldor for th n p n int 
the n oc dlc (S) and n fiirttr- -0™^ hl " Qd l oak i nq from tho Protective e l ement. 
( 3 j , in tho area corrocponding with itc front part . 

5. (Cancelled) A protoctivo clement according to claim 1< oharactoriood by the 
foot that the h e ight of the first ridges (20) io equal to tho d istance, whon tho protp rti ve 
clc m o nt ( 3) ic i n use, between the lower mrfnno of the second port i on (2) and tho ctep* 
(16) on tho first portion (1); cold he i ght boing dccignod t o pni n i t, when tho pr o tect i ve 
element (3) ic in uoo, the co operation boing dosignod to provonl bl ood leakin g fr n m t h e 
protoct i vo ol o mont (3) in the area corrocponding with tho ortornal odgos (8) of the s a i d 
protoct i vo elem e nt . 

6. (Cancelled) A protoctivo olemont according to cjajmj. character i sed by the fart 
that the di ctci ncp between seeend r i ri n ™ (3<n corroopondc with tho distance 
botwoon tho stops (1 6 ). 

7. (Cancelled) A protoct i vo olomont according to c l a i m 1, characterised by-t he 
fact that on a baco curface (0), doeignod to remain incidc tho caid protoctivo e leme nt 
whon tho l atter i c in uco, thero i o a groove created (15a, l^b, 15c) which n x to n ri fr 
ooocnt i al l y, along the ontiro length of tho firot portion (1) . 

8. (Cancelled) A protoctivo o l omont according to claim 1, ohorootoriood by the 
f act that the ho ig h+ ~ f th e second "'H^r (24) fa ng.ml to tho distance that oxiot n, when 
th en- tho protect i vo clomont (3) io in uco, betweon the l o wer ourfaco of the «i*™ r4 
por ti o n (2) and thr base - rfaee (9j »f thn mirt pmtnrtivo o l omont m i nuo tho thicknr»" 
e£ 4ho wingc (7); caid height boing doo i gnod to permit, whon the protect i ve o l omont (3) 
is i n use, cooperation betwoon tho aid cocond ridges wi t h tho upper surface of tho r^i d 
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wings; the said cooperation boing d e signed to constitute a further prote c tive el e me nt 
agafo st the poss i bi l ity of blood l ooking out from the protective oloment (3) latera l ly in 
t ho ofea in corres p onding w i th the groovo (15c) . 

9. (Cancelled) A protective olomont according to claim 1 , characterised by the 
fact that oach Gtop (16 ) separate s th e bas o surface (0) from the groovo (15b) on both 
sides of the control long i tudina l axis of the first portion (1) . 
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